
 

Game Day Etiquette 

 As our opening day approaches, we would like to remind all coaches 

and spectators about our Game Etiquette expectations. Remember, the 

primary reason we are here, is for the Players. So, let’s keep it fun and 

enjoyable for them. As we do so, it will make it more fun and enjoyable 

for the parents, referees and coaches, as well. Not to mention the Board 

Members. I’m just guessing they don’t want to deal with unruly coaches 

or spectators.  

 Respect the Referee – These volunteers are just that, volunteers. They 

are working to improve themselves and be there for the Players. They 

will most likely make calls that you disagree with. Please teach the 

players to respect their calls. The best way to do this is to avoid 

commenting on, or reacting to their calls. This is difficult, but it can 

definitely be done. Please respect their space and allow them a minimum 

of 2 feet (24 inches) of clearance from the sideline. Thank them before 

and after the match. 

 Respect the Coaches – Of both teams. Remember the coach for your 

team wants your players (children) to have fun and enjoy the match, as 

does the opposing coach. Show them respect by thanking them for being 

there for the players. Allow the coaches the opportunity to coach, as you 

cheer on and encourage the players. Spectators are asked to remain 

outside the 18 and possibly the technical area, as the coach sees fit. 

Coaches generally also want the players to remain in the technical area. 

Refer to the below image. If your coach hasn’t provided specifics, please 

inquire respectfully. Keep in mind that the coach may adapt over the 

season, so their desires may change as well. 

 Notice that your coach in constrained to a very limited space, as they 

are required to stay in the technical area. This means that they may 

attempt to coach (or communicate with) a player that is on the opposite 

side of the field. This is going to be very difficult in the BEST of 

circumstances, now add in the excitement of the players, yelling parents, 



 

other coaches, the referee’s whistle, other matches close by and it 

becomes even more difficult. Hopefully this helps you understand the 

difficult job that is being filled by your volunteer coach. When the coach 

is trying to coach, please allow them that opportunity.  

 

 Respect the Players – Your children when playing soccer are learning 

new skills and overcoming challenges. The noise and excitement can be 

overwhelming, so REMEMBER to be positive with them at all times. 

What happens on the field, stays on the field! Each player is going to 

make mistakes as well as good plays. No matter what happens, a 

positive response is going to give your players a good memory of the 

match. It’s amazing to see kids play an intense match, and regardless on 

the outcome, they want to shake the other team’s hands, get a High Five 

from anyone that is willing to give it, and possibly a treat. Then they 

move on and talk about school, toys, football, and maybe even soccer. 

But they rarely, if ever, rehash the game. Usually this is left to the 
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parents! Respect them and let them move on. Your coach will most 

likely develop additional training to help them with any errors, and build 

on their strengths. Future game plans may change. Leave that to the 

adults, and let your children move on. Occasionally they may want to 

discuss the match with you, but only do so in positive terms and when 

they ask for it. I know it’s tough, but it’s critical for their development 

and enjoyment of the beautiful game of soccer. 

 Respect the Fields, Equipment and Schedule – Matches are 

scheduled to make full use of our field space. Please work together to 

avoid delays. Arrive at the time requested by your coach. Help ensure 

that your team is ready to take the field at (or just prior to) your 

scheduled game time.  Give your team a few minutes after warmups, to 

set the lineup and substitutions. Limit play to the game durations 

scheduled for your age group. After your game, be quick to move your 

post-game comments and snacks away from the sideline. Clear out your 

equipment, chairs, tents, trash, etc as this will allow the next team an 

opportunity to set up. This will be greatly appreciated by the fans and 

teams following yours. 

 REMINDER: Have game cards ready 30 minutes prior to the start of 

your game. Referees will check in players during this time and will need 

your game card to do so. Games are played with the clock running 

through the quarter/substitution breaks at ALL levels – even U6 and U8, 

through the competitive levels. The quarter break is allotted for 

substitutions and as a water break, it is NOT a coaching timeout (for 

parents or coaches). Players are not allowed off the field. Have water by 

halfway line. Players sitting/subbing out must check in with the 

Assistant Referee first. Please prepare accordingly. The delayed start or 

completion of the first game can lead to delays through the whole day, 

so let’s start and finish on time. 

  



 

 

 Remember – IT’S FOR THE KIDS! If we each keep that in mind, the 

players will enjoy themselves and be anxious to return for their next 

practice and match. Thanks for your time and assistance in this critical 

matter! 

 

http://aysocastaic.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/AYSO.KidsZone.jpg

